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Day 1
Tuesday, April 16th, 2019

10h40 — Key Lecture #1
Janusz K. Kozlowski & Małgorzata Kaczanowska (Jagiellonian University Kraków)
Transaegean vs transadriatic contacts in the Mesolithic and Early Neolithic
The Aegean Basin is a bridge between Anatolia and the Balkans, with the islands of the Dodecanese,
Cyclades, and Sporades clusters marking natural maritime communication routes along both the EastWest and North-South axes. These contacts are documented primarily by imported obsidian artefacts
originating from Melos and Ghiali, which have been discovered not only in the Aegean Islands but also
in continental Greece and along the western coasts of Anatolia. The distribution of obsidian is
confirmed from the close of the Paleolithic onwards. During the Mesolithic the contacts gained in
frequency and contributed, in the 7th millennium BC, to the spreading of new ideas and economic
patterns which resulted in the process of Neolithisation.
Compared with the Aegean, the Adriatic basin does not show the same degree of unification in the
Mesolithic; the differences are noticeable both between the eastern and western coasts, and between the
southern and northern Adriatic zones. A certain degree of unification can be observed there only in the
beginnings of the Neolithic.
11h00 — Key Lecture #2
Irene Winter (Harvard University)
Views of the Caucasus from an Iranian Perspective:
Archaeological Evidence for the Movement of Peoples (Godin Tepe) vs. Cultural Contact (Hasanlu)

The two case studies selected represent my own excavation experience; they also offer a strong sociocultural contrast with respect to the archaeological evidence retrieved. The differences between the two
sites reflect the differing historical circumstances, locus and period of each. Excavation data include
stratigraphy, settlement pattern, architecture, ceramics and material culture, in addition to cultural
praxes, imagery, and archaeobotanical/osteological remains. Clusters of these variables have long been
recognized as crucial to analytical process, however hotly debated the conclusions resulting from such
analyses have been. Relevant textual source are also pertinent, but only if/when the text itself is
understood as subject to “interest” on the part of its author(s). Yet underlying all is often an
unexamined question: what are the uncertainties in any given analysis? How to move toward greater
certainty through new fieldwork, re-examination of formerly excavated materials, and the deployment
of new analytical perspectives constitutes a task for the present generation and beyond.
Such new perspectives include recent advances in toponymy, large-scale survey/regional studies,
historical linguistics, reconstructions of populations resulting from ancient DNA testing, and a return
to more systematic cross-cultural comparison. The application of many of these advances remains
untested for many specific sites and data sets, however. Stressing the need for “multivariate analysis” in
the interpretation of socio-cultural conditions is not new. However, in light of the challenges facing
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present-day archaeologists dealing with big data and new questions for that data, making such analyses
operative has generally not been widely discussed from a methodological point of view.
I suggest that at least one of our prime goals for the next phase of advances in understanding –
particularly for evaluating issues such as migration vs. stimulus diffusion – might well be insistence
upon an a priori and systematic identification of necessary and sufficient variables for analysis, along
with greater collaborative work on future archaeological and analytical projects. To this will be added a
caution against using single variables as the grounds for explanation in the reconstruction of complex
systems and societies…
11h20 — Key Lecture #3
Winfried Orthmann (Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-Wittenberg)
Hittites and Neo-Hittites in Northern Syria : new perspectives for their interrelations
Leonard Woolley was the first scholar who used the term ‘Late Hittite’ for the period following the
Hittite Empire period, emphasizing the continuity of traditions at Carchemish, although at that time
the history of that city in the 1st mill. BCE was almost unknown. Recent research has shown that indeed
there was a dynastic continuity in the post-Imperial period and has clarified its relation to the Suhi
dynasty of the first mill. But in Carchemish with still lack sculptures which can securely be dated to a
syro-hittite art of the 2nd mill., and thus we cannot trace the transfer of artistic concepts to the neohittite period at Carchemish. Aleppo, the seat of another dynasty of Hittite viceroys, has provided such
monuments, and the discoveries at Aleppo, Ain Dara, Tell Tayinat and Arsuz allow us a better
understanding of the artistic continuity between the Hittite and the neo-Hittite sculptures.
13h50 — Paper #1
Y. Nishiaki (The University Museum, The University of Tokyo)
The Palaeolithic diffusion of pressure technology from the Far East to the Near East
The Upper Palaeolithic of the "East" is characterized by the common use of pressure technology to
produce banks for stone tools. Similar technology noted in the "West", like the Caucasus and Near East,
has been considered a result of cultural diffusion from the core regions of northeast Asia. This
presentation evaluates the current model on the basis of new data from fieldwork in Central and West
Asia. The evidence shows a late emergence of this particular technology on in the West: the
spatiotemporal gradient to the west seems in line with the current diffusion theory from the east.
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14h15 — Paper #2
T. Larsen Høisæter (University of Bergen)
A Road of Evils, Demons and Hot Winds. On the Problem of Travel along the Ancient Silk Routes and the
Case of the Krorainan "Arivaga"
“In the desert before them there were evil demons and hot winds who caused travellers who
encountered them to perish.” Such were the warning given to the famed monk Faxien as he and his
fellow pilgrims prepared to depart Dunhuang and head westwards along the fabled Silk Roads. Since
Ferdinand von Richthofen coined the term many scholarly works have been dedicated to these Silk
Roads, their creation, the impact of these routes on various cultures and what drove exchange along
these ancient routes. Yet amongst these many works and debates, surprisingly little has been said about
how the historic Silk Road traveller might actually have travelled. As the accounts of various travellers
along these routes, be they pilgrims, envoys or merchants, readily attest the dangers and difficulties of
the journey were many. Supplies had to be acquired, bandits and violence were a serious treat and
perhaps most crucially reliable guides were needed to traverse the unknown and inhospitable terrain.
This paper will seek to discuss these practical problems of ancient Silk Route travel. For the sake of
brevity, the evidence presented will mainly draw upon sources from the first half of the first millennium
A.D. though the discussion will be of a more general nature.
First, it will problematize the oft quoted trope of Indian, Sogdian or Chinese caravans traversing
vast distances in seeming isolation. It will point to the many reasons why a certain level of local
infrastructure in the regions traversed would have been absolutely necessary and how these concerns are
frequently highlighted in the sources. Primarily this section will draw upon evidence from Chinese and
Sogdian sources. Secondly, it will discuss the possible role of local communities and polities living along
the Silk Routes in solving these problems by way of a case study of Kharosthi documents from
Kroraina.
The Krorainan documents, numbering over eight hundred and written in Prakrit using the
Kharosthi script, consists predominantly of administrative documents from the royal bureaucracy of
the Kingdom of Kroraina, called Shanshan in Chinese sources. The existence of this kingdom was first
recorded by Han envoys to the west around 100 B.C. It then flourished in the first few centuries A.D.
before disappearing by the fifth or sixth century. Though predominantly detailing local concerns, such
as tax collection or legal disputes, several documents from Kroraina also deals with the movement of
envoys and others through the kingdom. The routes through the kingdom and the practicalities of
travel are detailed, and of particular interest is the appearance of a hereditary profession or position
known as the “Arivaga”. These “Arivaga” appears to have been responsible for guiding travellers
between the oases and knowing the routes between them.
Through an analysis of this material, and the evidence for outsiders employing this local
infrastructure, this paper aims to end with a discussion of the role the communities situated along the
Silk Roads might have played. Where they, as frequently asserted, merely middlemen seeking to profit
from the exchange between the large empires surrounding them? Or where these polities active
facilitators of exchange across their territories?
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14h40 — Paper #3
C. Debaine (CNRS – UMR 7041 Archéologies et Sciences de l’Antiquité)

15h05 — Paper #4
F. Brunet (CNRS – UMR 7041 Archéologies et Sciences de l’Antiquité)
The neolithisation of Central Asia: cultural identities and long-distance interactions
The neolithisation in Central Asia needs to be considered as a long-term process, which runs from
the Mesolithic to the Chalcolithic period (10th-3rd millennia). This research perspective allows precisely
to point out the rise of four main Neolithic cultures, mainly on the basis of several Mesolithic
assemblages, as well as their continuation through substantial changes during the Chalcolithic period.
In fact, the neolithisation process, which takes form in Central Asia in original patterns, leads to the
emergence of complex societies, including some early urban societies. From the southern agricultural
oasis settlements will arise Bronze Age urban civilizations, while from the Northern pastoralism way of
life will emerge the Eurasian steppe world during the third millennium. These Neolithic societies shape
a new cultural geography of Central Asia, which appeared between the Late Pleistocene and the early
Upper Holocene. This Mesolithic period shows indeed major changes or even a break-through in the
stone tools technologies, linked with the use of the pressure flaking technique, which was unknown in
previous times in this region. This apparition comes in Central Asia from several processes
(transmission, diffusion, innovation) which could be perceived through a geographical wide spectrum
approach. It is worth noticing that these four Neolithic societies, appearing in Central Asia between the
7th and the 5th millennium, are settled down within defined territories linked with different
environmental contexts, reflecting the well-known Bronze Age oasis/steppes dichotomy. Actually, this
dichotomy seems to take root during the neolithisation process. Our research into the Neolithic and
Chalcolithic in Central Asia focuses currently in the valley of the River Zeravshan (Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan), which meanders disappear into the sands of the Kyzyl-Kum, after having crossed the oases
of Penjikent, Samarkand and Bukhara. It allows us to characterize a specific long-term process of
neolithisation from the most ancient and local Neolithic culture of Kel’teminar – a society of hunterfisher-gatherers and possibly also mobile pastoralists – to the proto-urban Chalcolithic site of Sarazm,
considered as one of the precursor of the Bronze Age Oxus Civilization. The genesis of the urban
phenomenon at such an early date, and in a region far away from the well-known Southern and
Western Asian oasis, still needs to be assessed. This research highlights as well the formation of “hybrid”
sites with mixed steppe and oasis cultural assemblages, in parallel with the development of the first
trade routes. Occupying the heart of the “Central Asian Mesopotamia” between the Syr-Daria and
Amu-Daria Rivers, the Zeravshan River Valley demonstrate long-distance interactions with both
northern and southern Neolithic, and later Chalcolithic/Bronze Age groups, thus becoming the centre
of an exchange network of technical innovations, objects and raw materials from Siberia to the IndoIranian and Mesopotamian regions. Central Asia then becomes a crossroads of large networks, long
before the Silk Road times, echoing an incipient "globalization" of exchanges, which was crucial in the
emergence of these original civilizations.
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15h30 — Paper #5
K. Linduff & K Rubinson (University of Pittsburgh / ISAW, NewYork University)
Pazyryk in its Landscape Setting: The Materials and Materiality of Cultural Contact
A re-examination of the material contents of Pazyryk Culture tombs in the region of the Altai-Sayan
mountains (where present-day Russia, China, Kazakhstan and Mongolia come together), has allowed us
to examine the collectivizing force of visual messaging. We will argue that the construction of the burial
mounds themselves and the collection of local as well as foreign or exotic items and materials of
manufacture provided visual and material evidence for centralizing of power. With repeated visits
during yearly pastoral rounds and perhaps for further rituals, these striking above ground monuments
in the eastern Eurasian steppe landscape shaped an experiential memory that surely bound mobile
communities together. Within this group, many tomb assemblages were marked by localizing displays
of objects made with local materials and embellished with local patterns and emblems.
The tattooing of indigenous wild animal designs and composite creatures on the skin of men and
women from regional sites or on locally felted mats and items of clothing as well as on carved wooden
items of utilitarian/ritual use with elaborated handles, for instance, mark these burials as belonging to
the same culture group. Although such shared emblems were apparent in many tombs across the region,
sacrificed horses at Berel displayed distinctive headdresses, for example, each with its own iconographic
consistency and regional identity (Near Eastern, Sino-Mongolian, and local Siberian) which Francfort
et al. (2006) argue “member” groups from these diverse regions offered in honor of the buried leader.
In addition, the Pazyryk kurgans contain local items made from exotic materials such as the saddle
covers of embroidered silk from dynastic China and West Asian woven fabric (Rudenko 1970).
Further, a cart of foreign inspiration in kurgan 5 was assembled from a variety of local and imported
woods (Hookk and Nikolaev 2016). And foreign goods such as a knotted wool carpet from presentday Central Asia and mirrors from southwest Asia and China were selectively included, exceptional
among the Pazyryk Culture burials.
This discriminating distribution of exotics among the Pazyryk Culture burials suggests that an
unequal distribution of power was afforded by material possession and perhaps control of knowledge of
the outside world far beyond the Ukok Plateau. Moreover, the landscape, per se, might have affected
the distribution of the exotics when one looks at the pathways by which the widespread regions were
interconnected. Careful reading of the materials and materiality of such assemblages has lead to an
increased understanding of how the Pazyryk artifacts, in Gell’s terms, enchanted the viewer (1992,
1998) and reinforced attempts to encourage respect, collective identity as well as intra and
intercommunity variation.
15h55 — Paper #6
Alison Betts (University of Sydney)
When East and West First Met:
The nature of cultural and technological transmissions at the dawn of the Silk Roads
Up until the 4th millennium BCE, cultural development in China and Central Asia followed
individual and distinct trajectories. Apparently, at some time in the early to mid-3rd millennium BCE,
Chinese cultural influences began to spread westwards as Eurasian influences drifted eastwards. The
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principle point of contact for these influences was Xinjiang, but significantly they also each carried with
them new agricultural technologies which at one point met in the middle and passed over into new
cultural realms. It is now possible to offer an hypothesis about the location of this switch. Through a
wider study of Central Asia, Xinjiang, eastern Eurasia, the western Himalayas and the Hexi Corridor,
this paper also explores the nature and variety of these first early East-West cultural and technological
transmissions.
16h50 — Paper #7
E. Ascalone (University of Göttingen)
Weighing Systems at Shahr-i Sokhta.The Historical Meaning of Metrological Systems in the Development
of Eastern Iran Complex Societies in III Millennium BC.

This paper is a preliminary research on the new weighing material from recent Shahr-i Sokhta
excavations; it deepens the Iranian “metrological problem” in a wider historical perspective where
integrations and relations among eastern Iran, Central Asia and Indus valley will be studied. The aim of
this analysis will be focused to recognize historical and cultural dynamics in eastern Iran during the
Third and the beginning of the Second millennium BC in order to distinguish integrations,
relationships and different socio-economical and political patterns among Hilmand, Oxus, Halil and
Indus civilisations.
17h15 — Paper #8
B. Mutin & O. Garazhian (Harvard University, CNRS, University of Neyshabur)
Reinvestigating the Neolithic Period in Southeastern Iran and the Indo-Iranian Borderlands:
Results from Recent Field Research in Darestan, Iran
Since 2016 we have conducted new archaeological field research in the Bam region in the
southeastern Iranian province of Kerman. This research includes surface survey in Bam and Narmarshir
counties as well as two field season excavation at the Neolithic site of Tell-e Atashi in Darestan. While
the city of Bam is famous for its Islamic citadel, the Arg-e Bam, whose heyday was between the seventh
and eleventh centuries CE, our fieldwork has revealed the existence in this region of a substantial
settlement long before that and more specifically during the Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods
between the sixth and fourth millennia BCE. This paper presents results of this research with an
emphasis on the discoveries relating to the Neolithic period in Darestan, a period that is poorly
documented across southeastern and Pakistan. In comparison with the Near East, the so-called “Fertile
Crescent”, as well as Europe, the development of the earliest farming societies in the territories located
to the East, in Middle Asia and northwestern South Asia, has indeed been much less studied and is
considerably less well-known. This is especially true in southeastern Iran where current knowledge on
the Neolithic period is essentially based on three excavations: by J. Caldwell at Tal-i Iblis in the 1960s,
C.C. Lamberg-Karlovsky at Tepe Yahya in the 1970s, and N.A. Soleimani recently at Tepe Gov Kashi,
all three sites located in Kerman west of the Jebal Barez. In Pakistan, data on this period mostly comes
from excavations at two sites as part of R. Besenval’s research program in Kech-Makran in the
Southwest, sites surveyed by P. Biagi in the Southeast, and Mehrgarh, studied by J.-F. Jarrige, the only
Neolithic site extensively excavated in Pakistan. This research on this period in southeastern Iran
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revealed the existence of Neolithic settlements radiocarbon dated to between the seventh and fifth
millennia BCE, with remains of domesticated plants and animals and various artifacts including
ceramic vessels. In Pakistan, most radiocarbon dates from the above-mentioned sites are between the
sixth and fifth millennia BCE. In contrast to southeastern Iran the Neolithic period in Pakistan
includes communities with no ceramic vessels. These are radiocarbon dated to the late fifth millennium
BCE in Kech-Makran, whereas at Mehrgarh Neolithic, although many C14 dates are between the sixth
and fifth millennia BCE, J.-F. Jarrige and his team think that its aceramic settlement began no later
than the early eight millennium BCE. They also question the view that sees the emergence of farming at
this site as an input from the Near East. Certainly, this has been the topic of disagreement. More
generally speaking, the question of the origins of farming in the territories located east of the Fertile
Crescent may be summarized into two views: one emphasizes the role of migrations from western Iran
and the Near East and one emphasizes the role of local developments. Our current field research in
Darestan is located precisely halfway between the Near East and India and not only has it been
conducted in order to get more data as to the Neolithic period in southeastern Iran, but also to
approach this broader question. Our survey in Darestan recorded about 80 Neolithic sites, and
excavation at Tell-e Atashi yielded substantial new data dating to this period including well-preserved
architectural remains and an original material culture which does not include ceramics. These
discoveries are presented and discussed here with the intent of contributing to current knowledge on
the Neolithic period in southeastern and to the understanding of the development of the earliest
farming societies, the Neolithization, across southern Iran and South Asia.

17h40 — Paper #9
V. Bartash (Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München)
Human Trafficking and Political Networks in Babylonia and the Gulf, 2450 BCE
Recent books by Sallaberger and Schrakamp1 and Laursen and Steinkeller2 have summarized our
knowledge about the geography and cultural and commercial contacts between Babylonia and the
regions to the East that could be reached by sea. Written data attest to the blooming connections with
the “East” as far as the Indus Culture during the political expansion under the Akkadian and Ur III
states, ca. 2300–2200, and 2100–2000 BCE. In contrast, earlier texts mention Dilmun and two or
three localities in Iran as the eastbound destinations and remain silent about the nature of these
contacts. This forces a false image that the relations of early Babylonia with Iran and the Gulf required a
“kick” by a centralized state.
In this paper, I identify and provide a historical analysis of a political network stretching from Adab
down to Girsu on the Tigris, to Ur on the Euphrates, and to Pashime on the northern coast of the Gulf
as early as 2450 BC that is documented by a recently published cuneiform text.3
Twenty-six “heads”—men, women, and children, including a baby—are recorded on this cuneiform
tablet from Adab. Some of these people were explicitly marked as gifts destined for rulers and other elite
individuals in southern Mesopotamian (Ur, Lagash, Umma) and the Gulf region urban centers
(Basime). One of them is Ayakurgal, the son of Ur-Nanshe, the founder of the First Dynasty of Lagash.
1

Associated Regional Chronologies for the Ancient Near East and Mediterranean 3. History and Philology
(Turnhout: Brepols, 2015).
2
Babylonia, the Gulf Region, and the Indus (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2017).
3
A. Westenholz, A Third-Millennium Miscellany of Cuneiform Texts (Bethesda, MD: CDL Press, 2014), no. 69.
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Day 2
Wednesday, April 17th, 2019

09h00 — Paper #10
R. Badalyan (Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, National Academy of Science, Yerevan)
From Homogeneity to Heterogeneity: An Overview of Armenia's Kura-Araxes Culture
This report summarizes the results of research into the Kura-Araxes culture of the Early Bronze Age
(3500/3350—2600/2500 BC) in Armenia. The study’s main task is to compare our data with those
from various areas of the vast Kura-Araxes oikumene in an effort to reveal the general and specifics of
the phenomenon’s development.
The study’s source base comprises 210 Kura-Araxes sites in Armenia. Relying on GIS analysis, we
have identified the main factors that facilitated settlement. In particular, these models included the
confinement of settlements to different landscape zones and sources of raw materials (such as copper,
obsidian, and salt, which were exploited in the Early Bronze Age, according to archaeological evidence
as well as a series of precision analyses), and communications. Our examination also demonstrated that
bearers of one of the local Kura-Araxes traditions (KA II), most likely, enjoyed a monopoly over copper
deposits and specialized in metallurgy. Based on anthracological analysis, we can reconstruct the
surrounding landscapes of several specific sites, which were characterized in part by greater afforestation
and watering. A decline in arboreal pollen began around 2700 cal. BC.
Based on the examination of the typology of ceramic material, comparative stratigraphy, and
radiocarbon dates, a new version of the periodization and chronology of the Kura-Araxes in Armenia is
proposed. The discrete character of the Kura-Araxes sequencing is substantiated, which is reflected in
the predominantly single-layered nature of both early (KA I) and late (KA II) settlements. In a number
of multi-layered (KA I-II) settlements, the discreteness is expressed by a sterile layer reflecting a
relatively long hiatus. Accordingly, the periodization of the Kuro-Araxes can be pinpointed to two
main periods, dating from the results of a statistical analysis of the radiocarbon dates of 3500/3350—
2900 (KA I) and 2900—2600/2500 (KA II) BC. This discreteness reflects the general trend of
development of the Kura-Araxes from homogeneity to heterogeneity traced by Ch. Barney in 1958.
The KA I period throughout Armenia is represented by a fairly homogenous ceramic complex,
which is widespread practically throughout the Armenian highland. Several stages (KA Ia, Ib, Ic) can be
traced in its development, in accordance with which a gradual expansion of the culture’s area to the
west and southeast took place.
Around 2900 BC, this complex disintegrated and the mosaic of local ceramic styles was
replaced by relative unity. The period KA II in Armenia is represented by a series of synchronous
ceramic complexes that are close in basic characteristics, but stylistically distinct. A similar process of
formation of the local variants of culture occurs as it further spreads on the periphery of the KuraAraxes oikumene from the western coast of the Caspian to the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea.
The problem of the status of the Kura-Araxes phenomenon within the framework of the
“archaeological culture” – “cultural-historical community” / “block of closely related cultures” can be
solved precisely in the context of its discreteness, against the backdrop of obvious opposition,
homogeneity (KA I) – heterogeneity (KA II).
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9h25 — Paper #11
B. Perello, I. Kalantaryan, K. Azatyan, O. Barge, A. Creuzieux & R. Hovsepyan
(CNRS, UMR 5133 Archéorient, Lyon, Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Yerevan,
Service archéologique de la ville de Lyon)
The “agglomerated cells” of the Aragats region: new perspectives from the Arteni excavations
This contribution presents the results of the French-Armenian research program (“Mission
Archéologique Caucase”) on the “agglomerated cells” of the Aragats region. The intention of this
program, launched in 2015, was to establish the periodization, function and arrangement of the
"agglomerated cells", those small sites (less than one hectare) discovered in large numbers in the Aragats
region. In parallel to the survey led by O. Barge, the team carried out an excavation at Arteni, which
presents a characteristic example of these “agglomerated cells".
In this paper, we provide a summary of the principal results produced from three seasons of
excavations (2015-2017) at Arteni. There were two mains goals for our research: first, to understand
the function of the site (seasonal habitat, funerary structures, animal enclosures, etc) and second, to
determine its chronology.
Arteni (40 ° 19'10.73''N, 43 ° 46'57.45''E) is located 4 km northeast of the modern village of the
same name. It lies 1240 m above sea level, at the transition between the foothills of the Aragats massif
and the plain, like many other cell aggregates in the region. The aggregate measures 75 m by 90 m and
occupies a little more than half a hectare. The contours of the settlement as well as its interior
subdivisions are clearly visible on the surface because of the preserved remains of the dry stone walls.
The three seasons of excavations at Arteni provided evidence for a long occupation of the site (about
two meters in depth), between the beginning of the Middle Bronze Age and the Achaemenid period.
The discovery of occupations of the Middle Bronze in a depth of almost 1.50 m is of particular interest
in Armenia, where this period remains poorly recorded.
The archaeological data as well as the bio-archaeological data (zooarchaeology, archaeobotanic,
micromorphology) support the hypothesis of a non-permanent settlement occupied by mobile pastoral
communities on a seasonal basis.
09h50 — Paper #12
F. Bertoldi, R. Mkrtchyan, A. Piliposyan, H. Simonyan
(Università Ca' Foscari, Venezia, Yerevan State University, Armenian State Pedagogical
University, Yerevan State University)
Human remains from the necropolis of Hatsarat (Armenia) dated to Late bronze - Iron Age:
anthropological and paleopathological analysis
The district of Hatsarat is situated in the north-western part of the city of Gavar (Gegharkunik
region, RA) in the western shore of the Sevan Lake in Armenia. Cultural horizons from Early Bronze
Age (2nd half of the 3rd mill.) up to Late Antiquity (2-3rd cent. BC) have been excavated there. The
cemetery was excavated by Ashot Piliposyan (Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography NAS RA) in
2008. The Early Iron Age (11-10th cent. BC) collective burial N1 from Hatsarat has been built on an
earlier chamber of the Late Bronze Age (15-14 cent. BC) that also contained a collective burial. In fact,
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there were two burials in the same chamber placed one on another. Our anthropological analysis of the
remains allowed us the metrical and morphometrical analysis of 6 skulls belonging to adult males and
females and to isolate 6 groups of post-cranial bones, that after a careful analysis have been recognized as
single subjects, plus several sparse remains.
Several pathologies and stress markers have been recorded on this human sample, such as
osteoarthrosis, dental disease, trauma, cribra orbitalia and the traces of a heavy and intense engagement
in physical activities during daily tasks. Samples of canine teeth form Hatsarat, together with other
from Armenian prehistoric sites, have been collected in order to apply the Cameriere radiographic
method of age determination.
10h15 — Paper #13
N. Gadirova-Ateshi (Khazar University, Baku)
European Archaeology: 190 years of globalisation of Caucasian archaeology
The author has been carrying out researches on the history of archaeology in the Caucasus, on the
historiography and the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages. She will focus on the questions why findings
from one site in the Caucasus are spread across European museums, what problems had been created in
the early way of carrying out “scientific research”, how the antagonistic and competitive strive for finds
still establishes obstacles for scientific research, which kind of approach should be implemented for
further scientific research.
Like every other area in the world with ancient or even some mythical history, the Caucasus and its
wealth in monuments of material culture attracted the attention of European travellers and scholars at
the beginning of the 19th century. The findings from the Redkin-Lager collection are a paragon of the
fragmentation of Caucasian heritage; they are spread across museums in Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia,
Germany, Austria, France and Russia and could not be completely investigated until now. The
collection "Redkin Lager" included finds from an eponymous cemetery, located in a distance of 6.3 km
to Dilican, which is situated within the territory of today's Armenia at the upper reaches of the Ağstafa
River on the right bank .
Today parts of the collection are in the “Museum of Prehistory and Early History (MFV)" in Berlin,
the Moscow State Historical Museum, the Pushkin Museum of Performing Arts in Moscow, the
Ermitage in Saint Petersburg, and in the National Museum of Georgia. Another part of the collection
of Redkin Lager is treasured in the Museum of National History of Azerbaijan. Components of the
collection "Redkin Lager" are today inter alia are also to be found museums in Saint-Germain-en-Laye
and Paris. A part of the finds which had been treasured in the Caucasus collection of the MVF was
transported to the Soviet Union at the end of the Second World War, where they are not accessible for
individual research till today. This fragmentation is the worse as a complete and objective investigation
on the findings with consideration of the involvement of the various cultural relations, backgrounds
and historical processes could only be accomplished in a holistically research, which also will affect the
historiography on the Caucasus.
The author who knows about the finds and their inventory number in the State Historical Museum
and the Pushkin Museum of Performing Arts in Moscow, the Ermitage in Saint Petersburg, in the
National Museum of Georgia, in the Museum of Prehistory and Early History (MFV) as well as in the
Museum of National History of Azerbaijan strongly suggests to rate the Caucasus collections in
European Museum anew and to republish the results.
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To establish a virtual museum for findings from the Redkin Lager would be a step for unifying
cultural heritage in a globalised surrounding. It would establish the Redkin-Lager collection as a
paragon, for international strive for the conservation of cultural heritage and joined scientific research.
Thus the long term goal had to be a virtual museum for all the finds from the Caucasus Collections in
the European and Caucasian museums, open for scientific research and creating a common place for
the unique cultural heritage of the Caucasus.
11h10 — Paper #14
N. Laneri, B. Jalilov, L. Crescioli, G. Guarducci, J. Kneisel, M. Poulmarc’h, A. Ricci & S. Valentini
(School of Religious Studies, CAMNES, Florence,
ANAS, Institute of Archaeology and Etnography, Baku, Azerbaijan)
The Kura-Araxes funerary landscape of western Azerbaijan:
The first preliminary data from the Ganja Region Kurgan Archaeological Project (GaRKAP)
Main objective of the Ganja Region Kurgan Archaeological Project is a detailed understanding of
the role played by kurgans (i.e., funerary mounds) in structuring the social organization of the
communities inhabiting the southern Caucasus during the Kura-Araxes period. In particular, the first
season of the GaRKAP has been dedicated to investigate a large Kura-Araxes burial mound located in
the Goranboy province (i.e., the Uzun Rama Plateau). In so doing, our international project has
focused its attention on how the kurgan has been transformed both functionally and visually
throughout its ‘life’. In fact, the archaeological data clearly indicate a transformation in shape, structure
and hues during its construction phase, use as a place of disposal of the deceased and its final phase of
monumentalization. During this last phase, intrusive burials were dug on the top but without damaging
the large funerary chamber used for the earliest use of the kurgan as community-based funerary locale.
Thus, the communication here proposed will focus on a preliminary attempt to reconstruct the
biography of the kurgan as well as to investigate the data of the human and animal remains found in
one of the intrusive burials and, finally, to locate the kurgan within the broader local funerary landscape
thanks to the elements obtained by the regional landscape study.
11h35 — Paper #15
M. Poulmarc’h, E. Herrscher & B. Helwing
(Archéorient, UMR 5133-CNRS, Université d'Aix-Marseille, University of Sydney)
Chalcolithic human behavior in Azerbaijan
In the Southern Caucasus, the Chalcolithic - 5th millennium to the middle of the 4th millennium – is
characterized by a diversification of the occupation, its way of life as well as the occupation of the
territory. The recent study off all the funerary data has shown also diversification funerary practices
during the Chalcolithic.
Until recently, the human behavior of the Chalcolithic populations of this region was poorly known
due to the small number of burials uncovered and the limited biological data available. Although the
recent collected data are still few, they allow a better understanding of the chalcolithic population from
both a funerary and biological point of view.
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This communication aims to present the results of a multi-proxy analysis involving
archaeothanatology, biological anthropology and stable isotopes from three different chalcolithic sites
located in Azerbaijan (Alkhantepe, MPS 16 from the Mil plain and Mentesh Tepe).
The recent study of inhumation in ceramic vessels has brought in light new elements, especially
regarding the age of buried subjects. Indeed, only very young children (under 1 yrs.) are concerned by
this specific funerary practice. The adult individual seem to be preferentially buried in pit burial or in
kurgan.
Regarding the human isotopic variability, carbon ratios show a dispersion of 2.3‰ suggesting the
presence of a varied C3-environments, even more than those of domesticate and wild animals. The
human nitrogen ratios dispersion of 4.8‰ suggest a wide inter-population variability with no overlap
between individuals from the three sites. Despite the low number of animal samples used to define the
local isotopic baseline, nitrogen ratios indicate a more important enrichment in 15N for the two
individuals of Mentesh Tepe and Kamil Tepe in comparison with Alkhantepe individuals (n=7). These
results would suggest either a more important consumption of food resources characterized by a high
trophic level (terrestrial or freshwater proteins) at Mentesh Tepe and Kamil Tepe. At Alkhantepe site,
the isotopic difference between individuals could be induced by the young age of deceased as well as
their health status. In a diachronic perspective, one may mention the specific isotopic trend of
Chalcolithic populations in comparison with Neolithic and Early Bronze Age populations, which could
suggest particular dietary practices for this period.
12h00 — Paper #16
E. Herrscher, M. Poulmarc’h, L. Bitadze, N. Vanishvili, F. Le Mort, E. Rova, G. Gogochuri, G. Palumbi,
S. Paz, M. Jalabadze & A. Guy
(Aix-Marseille Université – CNRS, Archéorient : Environnements et sociétés de l’Orient ancien
(UMR 5133), CNRS, Université Lyon 2, Lyon, Anthropological center, Tbilisi State University, Ca'
Foscari University of Venice, Univ Nice, CNRS, CEPAM, Nice, Porter School of Cultural Studies,
Tel Aviv University)
Human dietary breadth at the Early Bronze Age across the Southern Caucasus:
First insights from stable isotope analysis
In order to better understand the social and economic characteristics of Kura-Araxes communities
and evaluate their affiliation to a shared “cultural identity”, this paper aims to explore the relations
between Kura-Araxes populations and their environment through the analysis of their dietary practices.
This paper will compare populations that have lived across Southern Caucasus at a regional level, and
discuss the broader regional context for understanding possible relationships between subsistence
strategies and social changes in the Southern and Northern Caucasus.
To infer on dietary practices, stable carbon and nitrogen isotope analyses (d13C and d15N) of human
bone collagen and apatite were performed on 34 Kura-Araxes individuals from Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan (Chobareti, Kiketi, Tiselis Seri, Kvatskhelebi, Gegharot, Kalavan 1, Mentesh Tepe). A local
isotopic baseline has been established based on 83 animal samples corresponding to each archaeological
site, and complemented by samples from additional contemporaneous sites (Natsargora and SviannaRostianebi).
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Carbon and nitrogen isotopic ratios indicate a narrow range of dietary practices for Kura-Araxes
populations in the Southern Caucasus, both within and between groups. Results would suggest either a
decrease of the availability of food resources, or a specific choice of domestic resources resulting from
cultural preferences, and may also support the hypothesis of a limited long-term mobility of people in
the Southern Caucasus.
In addition, although environmental characteristics between the southern and the northern
Caucasus may vary significantly, populations in both areas shared similar dietary practices. Both South
Caucasian Kura-Araxes people and Maykop Eurasian steppe populations practiced a mixed diet with
preference for protein from livestock, suggesting a “cultural affinity” between Early Bronze Age
populations located at the cross-roads of Europe, Asia and Mesopotamia.
This research was funded by the National Agency for Research (ANR13-JSH3-0003-01).
12h25 — Paper #17
V. Dall’Armelina (Università Ca'Foscari, Venezia)
The Crown of Death. Diadems with repoussé decoration in Early Bronze Age
The term diadem comes from the ancient Greek “διάδημα” and is a derivative of the verb “διαδέω”,
which literally means " bind on either side". So, with the word diadem we intend a thin band that is
wrapped around the temples. In the classical era diadems are generally thin bands of cloth, such as the
Persian diadem often depicted on the head of Alexander the Great, but the oldest examples of this
ornament are metallic sheets, so thin that they can easily be deformed to adhere to the forehead.
A special category of metallic diadems, datable to the Early Bronze Age and decorated in repoussé
technique, is found at sites of the Southern Caucasus (Kvatskhelebi and Gudabertka), Anatolia
(Arslantepe, Demirchihöyük-Sariket, Kücükhöyük Alacahüyük, Kültepe and Troia) and the Aegean
(Zygouries, Chalandriani, Mochlos, Lebena, Plantos, Koumasa). However, very similar examples come
from much further east: northern Iran (Tepe Hissar), Margiana (Gonur) and southern Turkmenistan
(Sumbar).
On the contrary, this class of materials seems to be completely absent in the Mesopotamian and
Syro-Levantine area. Here, metallic diadems are present, but they are completely different both in shape
and in manufacture..
Nearly all the South-Caucasian, Anatolian and Aegean diadems have been found in grave contexts.
Some of these burials are particularly rich and probably prerogative of an élite, others instead are
humble tombs without any other valuable funeral goods. Furthermore, in two specific cases (the Royal
Tomb of Arslantepe and the Royal Cementery of Alacahöyük) they can be reconnected to a particular
ritual, as they are worn by skeletons identified as human sacrifices.
The diadems was made of a thin metallic leaf, slightly variable in shape, thathas, more or less, the size
of the forehead. In fact, they were fixed to the nape by organic wires that passed through the small holes
placed at the ends of the object. The metal used could be more or less precious: copper, bronze but also
silver or gold are attested.
The diadems are always decorated with patterns made up of a series of dots created by the embossing
technique. Decorations usually consist of geometric elements (oblique lines, waves, zig-zag motifs and
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slightly more complex shapes, such as triangles or rhombuses). Sometimes, however, animals of
different type: herbivores, birds, canids are also present.
The analysis of the diffusion, typology and iconography of these particular jewels points out
interesting intercultural contacts between the northern area of the Near East (Southern Caucasus and
Anatolia) and the islands, but also the continental coasts, of the Aegean Sea. What is even more
noteworthy is that these relationships seem to be already well established in the Early Bronze Age.
14h20 — Paper #18
A. Özfirat (Mardin Artuklu Üniversitesi)
Fortified Kura-Araxes Settlements in the highland of Eastern Anatolia:
Lake Van Basin and Mt Ağrı
This paper is based on the Kura-Araxes material from Lake Van basin and Mt Ağrı survey. Our
investigations and excavations in the region provided with some additional valuable data about the
settlement system of Kura-Araxes in the highland of eastern Anatolia. Evidence of the Early Bronze
Age has been found mainly on the mounds which lies in the plains and valleys, as in the levels of
excavations at Karagündüz, Dilkaya and Van fortress mounds. The results of survey indicate that the
region densely settled in the Early Bronze Age, and fortresses or settlements on the rocky hills have in
common with them having some kind of surrounding wall. Fortified settlements are situated on
foothills which are bordering the plains and river valleys. They are mainly settled from the Early Bronze
Age through the Middle-Late Iron Age, except for a gap or thin levels between the Middle Bronze AgeEarly Iron Age, and also some of these fortified sites only settled in the Kura-Araxes period.
14h45 — Paper #19
M. Ișıklı (Atatürk University)
Were the societies of mountainous highland of Eastern Anatolia egalitarian?
Since the Late Chalcolithic Age, the mountainous Eastern Anatolia region that stretches between
Mesopotamia, in which urbanized communities reside, and the mountainous Caucasia, in which
nomadic communities reside, has been accepted as the “marginal” part of the World of Civilized
Mesopotamia along with its neighboring lands. With its unique and extraordinary characteristic
geography in this mountainous and though zone, the archaeologic period starts much later than
urbanized lowland Mesopotamia. The archaeological research conducted for almost 150 years point to
Chalcolithic Ages as the starts of this period. Despite the given circumstances, the archaeological
milestones of the region are the Early Bronze Ages, which is identified with Kura-Aras cultural
complex, the Middle Bronze Ages, which includes Kurgan Peoples, the nomadic shepherd
communities, the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages, which hosts tribes and principalities that are made
up of travelling shepherd groups, and the Middle Iron Ages, in which Urartian Kingdom, the first
central political structure of the highland, takes place. Though the archeological researches conducted
in the region until now are not sufficient, these researches have even partially enlightened these periods
and their sociopolitical and sociocultural structures and dynamics. However, the hierarchic and
socioeconomic dimensions of these societies that constitute these structures have not been analyzed
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from the perspective of “egalitarian society”. Specifically, although there are many studies conducted
from this perspective regarding the urbanized Mesopotamian societies, the northern mountainous zone
is rather barren from this regard. Within the context of the given limited data, this study aims to put
forward a general analysis regarding whether the mountainous Eastern Anatolian societies are
egalitarian or not.
15h10 — Paper #20
S. Kaymakçı (Erzincan Binali Yılldırım University)
II. Millennium BC road transitions that connect coastal area of Giresun to Kelkit basin
The data we obtained from the systematic archaeological surveys that carried out in Giresun
province and its districts and Giresun Island within the boundaries of the Eastern Black Sea Region, II.
Millennium BC, shows that there are settlements supporting the connection of the coastal area of
Giresun to Kelkit Basin. Our aim is to determine the results of the previous years archaeological surveys
in Giresun that we have identified II. Millenium BC settlements and the settlement bounded in Kelkit
Basin evaluation With its the road route is revealed. generally, the II. Millennium BC ceramic culture of
Eastern Black Sea Region, developed from northeast to southwest. Located on natural road routes of
the II. millennium The archaeological settlements datas are important for understanding the purpose
of these roads. The finds we have discovered during the surveys in the region, will provide that in II.
Millennium whether or not the routes were used for commercial purposes. The II. Millennium BC
settlements culture which identified by the archeological surveys will support the drawn of the road
route connection.
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Day 3
Tuesday, April 16th, 2019
09h00 — Paper #21
A. Kharobi (University of Bournemouth)
All who have died are equal.
Social and ideological differentiation of burials from the Middle Bronze age city of Urkesh
More than 100 graves have been excavated in Tell Mozan (ancient city of Urkesh) and were the
focus of an archaeo-anthropological analysis. This study is based, firstly, on biological data (age, sex of
the dead), and, secondly, on archeothanatological one (nature of deposits, environmental analysis of the
grave and taphonomy) together with the archaeological field data (location and type of burial, grave
goods) since burial is about more than social structure or religion; it is a complex interplay of dozens of
factors.
The obtained results allowed us to shed light on a panel of various funeral gestures and to draw
conclusions about the social positions of various sex-age groups in ancient society of Urkesh. If some of
these funeral practices (e.g., burial in jars, elaborate tombs, primary and individual deposits) correspond
to the characteristic funerary norms of the period and the region, others (e.g., plural deposits, reopening
of graves, association of deposits of animals or fire structures to certain tombs) are absolutely atypical
and contrary to what has been mentioned in contemporary textual sources.
Hence, we concluded that these practices reflect the will of Urkesh’s inhabitants to bury some
individuals differently from others. In some cases, the reason behind such distinction was shown to be
related to biological identity of the deceased (e.g., jar burials reserved only for children less than 6 years
old). While, for others, social status and/or ideological dimensions were envisaged. In this presentation,
we will discuss more in depth those latter to understand, among others, the social and/or ideological
differentiation of ancient societies
09h25 — Paper #22
A. Pruß (Universität Johannes Gutenberg Mainz)
Figurines with Coffee-bean-eyes from the Khabur and beyond: significance of an iconographic detail
Terracotta figurines in human shape are nearly absent in Mesopotamia during the Uruk period
(second half of the 4th millennium) and the first centuries of the 3rd millennium. The Jazirah region of
Upper Mesopotamia has yielded a relatively large amount of mid-third millennium figurines, mostly
representing females. Some types of these figurines have their eyes rendered with applied pellets and a
horizontal impression, remembering a coffee-bean or a grain of wheat. This facial detail has been called
“coffee-bean-eyes” by several authors and was sometimes interpreted as depiction of sleeping or
deceased persons.
This contribution will collect evidence for this particular representation of the eyes from the
figurine corpus of the Khabur region and the Ancient Near East as a whole and will also take into
consideration comparable pieces from other regions, like the Indus valley. It is not intended to provide
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a single explanation for this iconographic phenomenon, but to carefully analyse the context and
occurrence of it. Some of the questions tackled within this contribution are: Are there specific figurine
types with coffee-bean-eyes? Is there a preference for female figurines? Is there any evidence for a
connection to ritual or burial contexts? Why is this phenomenon restricted to certain regions and
certain periods?
09h50 — Paper #23
A. Tomé, R. Cabral & S. Renette (Universidade de Coimbra, University of Pennsylvania)
Kani Shaie: A local center within the changing interaction spheres
of the Late Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age
Kani Shaie is a small site, ca. 1ha, located in the Bazyan Basin in Sulaimaniyah Province, Iraqi
Kurdistan. Since 2013, a joint project of the University of Coimbra and the University of Pennsylvania
has conducted excavations at the site with the aim to analyze the affect of changing interregional
interaction and mobility patterns on a small community in the Zagros foothills. Through three seasons
of fieldwork, the Kani Shaie Archaeological Project (KSAP) has revealed an important local center of
the fourth and early third millennium BCE, a period virtually unknown in the region. The excavated
dataset consists of a wide range of painted ceramics, a numerical tablet and a diverse group of seal
impressions that reflect a wide-ranging interaction sphere encompassing the Trans-Tigridian and
Zagros regions. While during the Late Chalcolithic period the material culture of Kani Shaie was fully
part of the wider Uruk world, the ceramic corpus of the Early Bronze Age reflects the appearance of
distinct local traditions of painted pottery, to subsequently provide again evidences of a highland–
lowland network later in the first half of the third millennium,
The ongoing work at Kani Shaie reinforces the idea of changing highland-lowland interactions and
characterize an alternative development of social complexity resulting in the formation of indigenous
polities and ethnic identities that are often characterized as peripheral and small-scale to wider
developments in Bronze Age southwest Asia.
10h15—Paper #24
J. S. Baldi & M. Zingarello (IFPO, Beirut & Université de Strasbourg)
A ceramic tale of three "oikumenai" from the Qara Dag area (Iraqi Kurdistan)
About a decade ago, by paraphrasing Charles Dickens, G. Stein and R. Özbal wrote a very inspiring
article – “A tale of two oikumenai” – about Ubaid and Uruk origins and expansions. Later, a third main
“oikumene” in Ancient Near Eastern history is represented by the emergence of the first empires. Since
2015, the French archaeological mission in the Qara Dagh area (Sulaymaniyah Province, Iraqi
Kurdistan), directed by Régis Vallet, offers new and unsuspected information about these three
dynamics of contact between southern and northern Mesopotamia. The first “oikumene”, consisting in
the diffusion of the Ubaid horizon, can be documented as a very early (during the first half of the 6th
millennium BC) process of acculturation gradually fashioning a new material way of life by
intertwining southern and northern traditions.
19

On the one hand, Halaf and Ubaid appear as entities that cannot be essentialized as mere cultural
packages, while on the other hand they both have close ties with other entities (as the Samarra). The
Uruk “oikumene” is documented in the Qara Dagh three centuries earlier than previously thought.
Since the beginning of the 4th millennium BC, it is attested by a stone ramp leading to a citadel, by a
monumental building, a village with domestic sgtructures and by large craft areas. But, from a ceramic
point of view, the supposed inconsistency between northern Late Chalcolithic and southern Uruk
productions does not appear as an obvious reality, but rather as an ongoing evolution due to complex
relationships between two traditions emerging from a widely shared post-Ubaid substrate.
Eventually, the appearance of the Akkadian and Ur III empires can be observed from the unique
perspective of a sequence of huge ceramic workshop all along the second half of the 3rd millennium BC.
Since the Early Dynastic III phase, both the spatial organization of the production units and the
technical features of the assemblage reveal a progressive change in scale, intensity and organization of a
more and more centralized and homogeneous production, intended for a regional-based distribution.
The ceramic analysis suggests a reassessment of the emergence of these three global phenomena
picturing (at least concerning the area east of the Tigris river) a multifaceted image of relations between
the North and the South as far as mobility of things and people, respective technical identities as well as
modalities of their cultural and economic contacts. The analysis of the ceramic chaînes opératoires in
their spatial contexts allowed us to encompass the stylistic approach in a more comprehensive
procedure aiming at recognizing distinct technical traditions and, therefore, the underlying groups of
producers, with their specificities and reciprocal relations.
Obviously, each “oikumene” constitutes an historical process characterized by its own dynamics.
And, at this level, the technical-spatial analysis of the ceramic traditions offers new insights on specific
mechanisms. But, more in general, simplistic dichotomies between northern and southern people or
“cultures” appear to be misleading and ineffective to describe intricate realities that, since the very
beginning of the proto-urban phase, never evolve in a separate way. In this sense, compared to the better
known western portion of the Mesopotamian alluvium (the Euphrates basin), the region east of the
Tigris river seems to question the traditional schematic division between North and South.
11h10 — Paper #25
D. Meijer (Universiteit Leiden)
On glyptic connections between Northern Syria, Southern Anatolia and Mesopotamia
A number of cylinder seal impressions found in Tell Hammam al-Turkman tend to show
commercial ties with regions to the North as well as to the Southeast, these directions changing over
time. It is remarkable that there are very few iconographic relations to be found with sites closer to
Hammam, such as Bi’a or Chuera. While Hammam is a smaller center than these sites, its relations may
have been a curious mixture of personnel movement and of goods.
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11h35 — Paper #26
J. Bach (University of Helsinki)
Of People and Sheeple. On the literary evolution of narrative elements pertaining
to agricultural imagery in Middle Assyrian royal narrative texts
The literary evolution of Middle Assyrian historic narrations is a perplexing phenomenon. Although
situated within a millennium old universe of royal narrative texts (Sumerian, Old Akkadian, Old
Babylonian), the Middle Assyrian royal narrative texts themselves adopted the literary digestion of
military events comparatively late. Only with Arik-din-ili (~1307-1296) we witness this discourse in its
humble beginnings, to then suddenly see it near-to full-fledged under his son and successor Adad-nirari
I. While there is little doubt in the formative role of literary predecessors like, e.g., the inscriptions of
Shamshi-Adad I., which were transmitted throughout the ages until the very end of the Neo-Assyrian
period, it is quite remarkable that in the specific case of agricultural imagery Middle Assyrian royal
narrative texts seems to have adopted only the basic principle from others, and then again "evolved" the
same complex by themselves.
The main indicator for this is the steady addition of "new" features to it during the Middle Assyrian
period, rather than having the entire traditional discourse of agricultural imagery (or at least major parts
of it) imported into the architext of Middle Assyrian royal narrative texts at once. Starting with Adadnirari I, the first Assyrian king to bear the epithet "shepherd", almost every king adds some "new"
elements to the agricultural idiolect. It is noteworthy that higher or lesser amount of innovations seems
to be coincident with the historic formation of the Middle Assyrian regional empire.
Kings with more successful attempts to expand the Assyrian territory tend to innovate more, while
those with only modest or no territorial gains do not tend to add new elements to the discourse. Most
interesting in this process is the transtextual utilization of mytho-epics from the Ninurta cycle, a
phenomenon that left its mark in the royal inscriptions, but is especially prominent in the "epic of
Tukulti-Ninurta I". The god Ninurta was a major focal point not only for the modelling of the literary
image of the king as tamer and overthrower of chaotic forces, but also for his portrayal as chief farmer
and irrigator. Similarly striking is that the distribution of agriculturally rooted similes and metaphors
(again, as in older, e.g. Sumerian royal narrative texts) followed a principle of attributing positive values
to the own cultural sphere while the "outside" was described by attributing the same values, but
negatively.
This type of othering happens in other fields of narrative contents as well (e.g. the construed
opposition of the Assyrian king acting with the support of the great gods while enemies trust either in
the wrong gods or in their own strength), yet it is best illustrated by the literary evolution of the
agricultural discourse. While the Assyrian king is consistently portrayed as the "good shepherd" in
regard of the own population, he is protecting his "flock" against the hostile outside by slaughtering
enemies like sheep or cattle, heaping up their bodies like grain piles, and imposing the "yoke" of Assur
onto the survivors. Thus, the agricultural narrative discourse is a prime example of the formation of an
ideal narrative identity. In how far these traits of identity promoted in royal inscriptions took hold with
the broader populace is impossible to know, yet one is inclined to assume a certain impact on at least
the upper classes, as can be gathered from various Neo-Assyrian letters to the king penned by high
ranking officials.
The proposed talk will shed some light on the mentioned issues not only by tracking the
developments from Adad-nirari I to Tiglath-Pileser I, but also both by presenting a thorough
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structural-transtextual examination of the described narrative discourse as well as by utilizing the socalled "Theory of the Semiosphere" by Juri Lotman for its interpretation.
12h00 — Paper #27
P. M. Creamer (University of Pennsylvania)
Provincial Identity via Middle Assyrian Mortuary Material
The Assyrian Empire spanned a period of over seven hundred years and a geographic extent of
almost one million square kilometers. Throughout its extensive history, it established control over
many pre-existing settlements, drawing them into the fold of not only Assyrian political dominance,
but Assyrian cultural influence. In the Middle Assyrian period – from the very beginning of Assyrian
expansion in the fourteenth century to the collapse of the Bronze Age in the eleventh century – the
Assyrian empire underwent its first phases of expansion. Undoubtedly, this new Assyrian presence,
known to us mainly by extensive provincial administration records, affected the local populations of
new provincial centers from the inception of control onwards. The question I then ask is, how were
these populations affected? And to what extent?
It is possible to answer these questions through an analysis of mortuary material. Mortuary material
is one of the most conservative forms of culture; it is deeply rooted in tradition, personal belief systems,
and group identity. Distinct and purposeful expressions of identity are displayed through graves and
grave goods, which are nearly ubiquitous in archaeological excavations within the Near East. Variations
in burial type and material are often rooted in personal identity discrepancies (such as gender and age)
between individuals sharing a larger social group (such as ethnicity and community). Additionally,
burial practices are rarely controlled by governmental structures, and therefore developments in
mortuary culture often grow organically from shifts in identity, rather than being imposed.
This paper discusses the rise of a distinct Assyrian imperial identity by utilizing mortuary data from
both central and provincial sites within the early Assyrian Empire. Middle Assyrian burials from three
geographically broad sites serve as case-studies: Assur, as the cultural capital of the empire and our main
source for the development of Assyrian mortuary practices, Tell Billa, as a major provincial site on the
edge of the Assyrian heartland, and Tell Fekheriye, a provincial site located at the furthest edges of
Middle Assyrian control. Different aspects of these burial groups, such as location and positioning,
type, number of occupants, and number and type of grave goods, are examined in order to provide a
holistic view of mortuary material.
I conclude with a discussion of how these burial traditions and the conceptions of the afterlife by the
residents at these provincial sites fit within the larger Assyrian model of mortuary practices and beliefs.
The variance in burial customs of the residents of Tell Billa and Tell Fekheriye from that of typical
Assyrian customs at Assur paint a picture of a multi-ethnic, geographically varied population brought
under the wing of Assyrian power. General shifts in burial practice within these provincial sites over
time reveal a notable influence of Assyrian culture, leading me to argue that Assyrian culture permeated
in varying degrees through the local, non-elite populations.
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12h25 — Paper #28
G. Bunnens (Université de Liège)
Do you speak Luwian ? No, I speak Aramaic
Language is an essential component of ethnic identity. Several languages were spoken, or written, in
Early Iron Age Syria, especially Luwian and Aramaic among others. It is usually assumed that these
languages reflect the coexistence of different ethnic groups in Syria at that time. However, a review of
the available evidence shows that the problem is more complex and that its solution cannot be reduced
to relating the presence of a particular language to the presence of a particular ethnic group. The social
function of languages must be considered before inferences can be drawn from their use. The situation
that emerges from such an approach is as diverse as the picture drawn from material culture.
14h30 — Paper #29
F. Abazoğlu (Istanbul University)
Dark Age archaeology of Halys Basin
Central Anatolia is generally identified with the Anatolian Plateau; it stretches throught the
Euphrates River to east where the Pontic and Taurus Mountains merge starting from the western
coastal plains and river valleys. We witness the downfall of urbanization, end of the commercial and
political relations with the Bronze Age Collapse.
We see that in 1190/1180 BC the Hittite Great Kingdom collapsed and the large portion of the
population mirated and settled the Northern Syria through the Middle Euphrates Basin. With the
collapse of the kingdom political and social upheaval started and the cultural unity has ended in a large
geographical area. In the Halys Basin, between 1190/1180-1000 BC the Dark Age started which
encompassed a portion of the Early ıron Age. The pottery and architectural finds belonging to this
period were uncovered in Gordion, Kaman-Kalehöyük, Boğazköy-Büyükkaya Çadır Höyük and Oluz
Höyük in Halys Basin. In the excavations of Oluz Höyük which is located in Central Black Sea Region,
in the borders of the Amasya municipality, Dark Age startum were located in the work of 2014. With
the evidence from the 7A and 7B layers it is proven that the Hittite collapse may not happened with a
battle or a destruction. The Dark Age finds prove that this subject should be re-evaluated by the
viewpoint of origin and development.
14h55 — Paper #30
Ș. Dönmez & M. Saba (Istanbul University)
Oluz Höyük: Persian (Achaemenid) Settlement in North-Central Anatolia
Oluz Höyük is located in 25 kilometers south west of Amasya Province in the north central Turkey.
Oluz Höyük had made us distinguish some evidence regarding Anatolian ancient history that we
haven’t noticed until today. With detection of Achaemenid (Persian) elements on 2B and 2A
Architectural Layers (425-200 BC) which were alien to the local Anatolian culture, a change of
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excavation strategy had become necessary. As a result of this changes, the evidence uncovered on the
work intensified in 2B and 2A Architectural Layers had proved that the Achaemenid culture
characterized in Oluz Höyük. Oluz Höyük 2nd Architectural Layer resembles Achaemenid (Persian)
cultural characteristics in regards to its architecture, pottery and small finds, and it has been split into
two phases, A and B. 2B Architectural layer is architecturally characterized with a stone-pitched
monumental road (Persian Road), fire altar (Atashkadeh) and the remains of a building complex with 6
column bases which can be considered as a small palace. In this article we will introduce Oluz Höyük as
a Persian settlement in late Iron Age.
15h20 — Paper #31
M.- G. Biga (Università La Sapienza, Roma)
The Role of Syria in the Inter-Regional Exchanges in the Second Half of the Third Millennium BC
According to new archaeological data from Syria, to the texts of Syria of the third millennium BC,
and also to new texts from Egypt, in Syria there were important centers, stop-overs in the long distant
trade routes that connected the Middle East to the Mediterranean and to Egypt.
The written sources for this study are the texts from Tell Mardikh/Ebla, Tell Beydar/Nabatium,
Tell Hariri/Mari from Syria, and some texts from Egypt as the biographical inscription of Iny and the
biographical inscription of Uni. They prove that some centers as Nagar, Armi, Mari, Ebla, in internal
Syria and Byblos on the Mediterranean coast were very important trade centers.
The most frequent traded materials are: equids, woods of the Mediterranean coast, ivory, linen
textiles, wool textiles, lapis lazuli, tin, bitumen, gold, silver. These goods are exchanged among the
courts and sent as gifts in a cerimonial exchange of goods.
The exchanges of metals and the provenience of some metals especially from Iran to Mesopotamia
and Syria have already been studied in an article by P. Steinkeller in 2016. The study of the materials
sent by the different city-states can help in the identification of cities quoted in the Ebla texts. Ebla was
a center of commerce of woods of the Mediterranean area to the East. From the city of Mari especially
tin and lapis lazuli were supplied to Ebla and it is well known that the main sources of tin and lapis
lazuli for Mesopotamia already in the Bronze Age and third millennium BC. were in southwest
Afghanistan.
The Ebla texts, especially the monthly accounts of deliveries of textiles, prove that from Ebla tin and
lapis lazuli were sent as ceremonial gifts and in conspicous quantities to the king of Dugurasu. In some
articles M.G.Biga collected all the deliveries of tin and lapis lazuli to the kingdom of Dugurasu and
proposed that Dugurasu could be identify with a center in Egypt, possibly in the delta.
A recently published Egyptian inscription with the autobiography of Iny, an important Egyptian
official who worked also for Pepi I of the 6th Dynasty and contemporaneous of the last king of Ebla,
Ishar-damu, prove that Egyptians were looking for lapis lazuli, tin, bitumen, silver in Syria.
King Ishar-damu of Ebla and the Egyptian king Pepi I had direct relationships as proved by a lid of
an Egyptian alabaster vase marked with the cartouche of Pepi I, and commemorating his Sed-festival,
found in the royal palace of Ebla. Egyptologists agree that this type of vase was sent directly by Pepi I to
other kings. For this reason it was proposed that Dugurasu could be a city in the Egyptian delta.
Recently in an article on Orientalia 2016 A. Archi questioned the validity of this hypothesis,
proposing instead that Dugurasu is Tukrish and is to be placed in Iran. All the data bearing on the
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question of Dugurasu need to be re-examined. The possible provenience sources of all the products sent
by Ebla to Dugurasu and by Dugurasu to Ebla will be studied in details.
It will be proposed that in the Ebla texts no toponyms of Iran are mentioned. The equivalence
Tukrish=Dugurasu is not demonstrated. Tukrish is located east of Mesopotamia but this location does
not fit with the data of the Ebla texts and it would be very strange for the Ebla kingdom to send lapis
lazuli and tin to a kingdom which is closer than Ebla to the sources of these goods. The quite probable
identification of DUlu with Byblos will be discussed too. The products from DUlu to Ebla and
viceversa will be examined in details.
15h45 — Paper #32
S. Cluzan (Musée du Louvre)
New insights on Bronze Age Damascene (3000 - 1200 B.C.)
The oasis of Damascus forms a remarkable geographical entity, spreading over a territory naturally
bounded and fitted with a high topographic specificity. Far from being isolated, this region is an area of
favourable conditions for development as can be easily inferred from the significance of the city of
Damascus in history. However, the oasis has never been a major center of interest for archaeological
research and works were merely and quickly conducted at some rare sites. Thus, even though during the
past decades Near Eastern archaeology has shown the relevance of Bronze Age periods for
reconstructing and understanding main streams of evolution, the oasis of Damascus has never been
considered as part of it. Moreover, it was usually thought to be an empty space, not far from being
deprived of culture. More recently, new works carried out in the area revealed its importance and
evidenced its links to its neighbors as well as to distant regions of the Middle-East. Based on our own
works in the oasis, this presentation will propose a new vision of the area, highlighting as well the
crucial role of our Syrian colleagues who paved the way for integrating the region in our historical and
cultural studies. The oasis richness and strategic importance are all but unexpected when considering its
topographical location.
16h40 — Paper #33
O. Kouka (University of Cyprus)
Emerging Complexity: The East Aegean/Western Anatolia and Crete in the Aegean Middle Bronze Age
(ca. 2000-1700 BCE)
The Aegean Sea depicts due to its extensive mainland, coastal and insular landscapes the most
fascinating part of the Eastern Mediterranean. Archaeological and interdisciplinary research from the
late 19th century onwards has outlined cultural identities, traced any kind of contacts and interpreted
diversities in particular during the Neolithic and the Bronze Ages.
Local economic and social dynamics, as well as contacts within the same landscape and moreover
between close or more distant geographical parts – through land and sea – seem to have been
responsible for the growth of local centres already in the first half of the third millennium BCE in
Western Anatolia, the East Aegean islands and Mainland Greece. Analogous phenomena should have
taken place on Crete as well, as ongoing investigations in the eastern half of the island show, where a
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well established social elite demonstrates its wealth and power in tholos tombs and burial buildings of
the Early Bronze Age (e.g. Mesara plain, Petras). The complexity of the third millennium BCE may
elucidate the establishment of palatial economy in Middle Minoan Crete and the erection of the Old
Palaces at around 1900 BCE.
This paper aims to move beyond Middle Minoan Crete and discuss older and more recent evidence
from East Aegean (Samothrace, Lemnos, Samos, Rhodes) and Western Anatolian sites (ÇeşmeBarğlararası, Miletus, Tavşan Adası, Iasos) in order: 1) to outline the cultural identity of the Middle
Bronze Age in the aforementioned landscapes, 2) to define complexity in this part of the Aegean at the
beginning of the second millennium BC, 3) to discuss scales and modes of interaction between Crete
and the East Aegean/Western Anatolia, and 4) to consider East Aegean/Western Anatolia as a vital
part of the Middle Bronze Age Aegean culture and not as an attractive periphery of the emerging
‘Minoan Thalassocracy’, that has been established at the dawn of the Late Bronze Age.
17h05 — Paper #34
K. Stratiki (Hellenic Open University)
Traditions d'émigration et culte héroïque dans la Périégèse de Pausanias
Dans la mythologie grecque antique, on rencontre souvent le cas d'expulsion ou de fuite des
habitants d'une cité, ce qui a conduit à un mouvement vers une autre terre. Le culte du fondateur de la
nouvelle polis leur rappelle annuellement leurs origines et le mythe de leur salut. Dans la Périégèse de
Pausanias, on peut trouver trois cas des ''mythes d'émigration'': l'émigration des Dryopes dans le
Péloponnèse, celle des Achéens de la Laconie à Patras et celle des Messéniens en Sicile. Toutes les trois
émigrations sont associées cultuellement aux fondateurs des ces nouvelles poleis: le héros éponyme de
Dryopes Dryops, le héros éponyme de Patras et de son père Preugénès, et enfin Manticlos et le culte
d'Héraclès Manticlos à Messène de Sicile.
17h30 — Paper #35
H. Genz (American University Beirut)
Near Eastern Cylinder Seals in the Early Bronze Age Aegean:
New Evidence from the Northern Levantine Coast
In the Aegean and in Western Anatolia a number of Cylinder Seals and Cylinder Seal impressions
are known from secure third millennium contexts, which clearly represent Near Eastern imports.
However, finding exact parallels for the seals from the Aegean proved difficult, and thus the majority of
these seals often were labeled as ‘peripheral Mesopotamian’.
It is only since a few years that a new glyptic province, the Central and Northern Levantine Coast,
came into sharper relief. It is this region that so far provides the closest parallels for the seals from the
Aegean.
In the light of this new evidence, third millennium relations between the Northern Levant and the
Aegean will be reevaluated.
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